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I was almost going to say, the spiritual value of obedience to laws
and discipline which may be irksome and even repugnant to us.
Assertive civil disobedience is a right that accrues to us only after
severe tapasya through which we have not yet gone.   Any pre-
mature resort to assertive civil disobedience therefore may precipi-
tate a crisis we neither anticipate nor want, and which we must
avoid by every means we can think of.   The least therefore that
we must do is to await the result of the experiment I personally
wish to conduct.    It is a new thing and surely simple prudence
requires us to watch that experiment.    Indeed, if aggressive civil
disobedience, whether mass or individual, is attempted in other
parts of India, it is likely to embarrass me and damage country's
cause.    I invite the attention of all non-co-operators to the reso-
lution of the Working Committee which now makes it incumbent
upon   all  the   Congress organizations  to  refrain from aggressive
civil  disobedience  except  with  my  express  consent and so far
as I can see the only exception I am likely to make will be in
favour of a group of 100 villages in Andhradesha. But even there I
have informed Sjt. Konda Venkatappayya that if it is at all possible
for him to avoid taking the offensive I would appreciate it and
that he would resort to it only if he found that retracing would
be demoralizing and if humanly speaking he was certain of non-
violence being observed throughout Andhradesha and also certain
that the other conditions laid down by the Congress were strictly
fulfilled.    I have a suspicion that in many parts of India the con-
dition about the hand-spun khadi is not being strictly carried out
and that we are not yet everywhere cured of the disease of untouch-
ability.    In my opinion the ability to go to jail is of far less con-
sequence than ability and the readiness to observe in their fulness
the   conditions about   Hindu-Muslim-Sikh-Parsi-Christian   unity,
about untouchability and hand-spun khadi.    Without a due ful-
filment of these conditions, we shall find that all our going to jail
is bravado and so much wasted effort.   Self-purification is the main
consideration in seeking the prison.   Embarrassment of the Govern-
ment is a secondary consideration.   It is my unalterable conviction
that even though the Government may not feel embarrassed in any
way whatsoever by the incarceration or even execution of an in-
nocent, unknown but a purified person, such incarceration will be
the end of that Government. Even a single lamp dispels the deepest
darkness.   Non-co-operation   is   not   allopathic   treatment, it  is
homoeopathic.   The patient does not taste the drops given to him.
He is sometimes even incredulous, but if the homoeopaths are to be
trusted, the tasteless drops or the tiny pills of homoeopathy are far